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 By its very nature, the scientific pursuit is a highly creative and individual undertaking. 
Today it has also concurrently become a highly collaborative enterprise, requiring the 
participation of many (sometimes hundreds of) collaborators spread over several disciplines 
and, depending on the precise investigation, it can also be spread over large geographical 
distances. Given the nature of this collective and often global activity, it has also become one 
that would not be possible without considerable social investment.

 J. Robert Oppenheimer    articulated most eloquently the special obligations that the 
privilege of doing modern science entails. In 1945, at the conclusion of the Manhattan Project, 
he addressed the Association of Los Alamos Scientists, those who had worked on this project 
of exceptional co-dependence. His concluding words were:

[1]

 I think that we have no hope at all if we yield in our belief in the value of science, in the 
good that it can be to the world to know about reality, about nature, to attain a gradually 
greater and greater control of nature, to learn, to teach, to understand. I think that if we lose 
our faith in this we stop being scientists, we sell out our heritage, we lose what we have most 
of value for this time of crisis.

 But there is another thing: we are not only scientists; we are men, too. We cannot forget 
our dependence on our fellow men. I mean not only our material dependence, without which 
no science would be possible, and without which we could not work; I mean also our deep 
moral dependence, in that the value of science must lie in the world of men, that all our roots 
lie there. These are the strongest bonds in the world, stronger than those even that bind us to 
one another, these are the deepest bonds - that bind us to our fellow men.

 Wittingly or unwittingly, this sense of duty and commitment - this conscientiousness - 
underlies the best of scientific practice in the public sphere. There is, therefore, a requirement 
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for a proper forum  for the discussion and dissemination of science, particularly those 
aspects that have a major impact on social issues. The manner in which it is best done is, 
arguably, through scholarly articles and reports on matters pertaining to public policy that 
concern science and technology issues. The scientific community in India has long been 
interested in such matters in a serious way, engaging with public policy from even before 
Indian independence although there are relatively few avenues where there can be public 
discussions of such matters. 

[2]

Ideas such as self-reliance and the need to secure the benefits of science and 

technology were already emphasized in the 1958 resolution, and these ideas, 

in turn, have had a major impact on issues as diverse as public health, the 

green revolution, animal experimentation, food security and so on.

 The engagement between government and the leading scientists in the country has been 
constant, and many of these consultations have resulted in valuable and comprehensive 
documents such as the Scientific Policy Resolution of 1958  which laid out the vision of 
political and scientific leadership on science and technology in India. Ideas such as self-
reliance and the need to secure the benefits of science and technology were already 
emphasized in the 1958 resolution, and these ideas, in turn, have had a major impact on issues 
as diverse as public health, the green revolution, animal experimentation, food security and so 
on. Since then, there have been a number of such documents, leading up to the recent TIFAC 
document, Technology Vision 2035  . However, these have not, as a rule, been as widely 
discussed, disseminated, and debated in the polity as might have been possible through journal 
articles. It is telling that national efforts that have gone into producing a large number of 
reports and position papers  have not reached a public forum where issues relating to 
science and technology education might have been debated widely.

[3]

[4]

[5]

 There is an expectation from various quarters that the Science and Technology 
Academies of India   should play a major role in advising and informing governance, 
especially when it comes to matters that require scientific input. In recent times one of the 
more public consultations that occurred was in 2009-10 when the issue of introducing the 
genetically modified vegetable, Bt-brinjal was mooted, a major concern being that this would 
lead to a loss in biodiversity. After a fierce debate, and despite approval from the Genetic 
Engineering Appraisal Committee (which since 1986 has effectively granted all permissions to 

[6]
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We hope that Dialogue will emerge as a unique archival repository of 

important documents that need to be shared widely and discussed widely.

 With this background, the Indian Academy of Sciences’ journal 
   aims to provide a forum for summarizing and reporting studies on 

science and technology policy. We hope that it will emerge as a unique archival repository of 
important documents that need to be shared widely and discussed widely. There are a large 
number of journals that cover the areas that we envisage, but these are mainly located in the 
global north and have a different range of concerns. Given this, one can also hope that 

 can also provide a forum for others in the developing world to discuss problems of 
relevance, and to draw on the experience of colleagues across the globe.
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